
Jane Eyre - Test Review : Part 1 (Ch. 1-26) 
 

Test format: 
➔ Multiple choice & matching 
➔ Approx. 55-60 questions 

 
What to study: 

● Introduction/Background Notes 
○ be familiar with Charlotte Brontë’s background (focus on aspects 

of her life that pertain to the novel) 
○ cultural/historical background - the Victorian period; consider 

social structure/class, the governess role, etc. Be able to apply 
knowledge of this period and its values to the novel 

○ Genre application: be familiar with elements/characteristics of a 
bildungsroman novel and its stages, Romanticism/the Romantic 
novel, and the gothic novel. Be able to apply knowledge of each 
genre to specific aspects/scenes/events in the novel. 

○ Byronic hero traits/characteristics 
 

● Text Comprehension/Analysis 
○ Be familiar with plot details! You will be asked very few basic “plot” questions; however, your 

knowledge of the plot is crucial to correctly answer analytical questions 
○ Know the major archetypes we’ve discussed as well as what certain characters represent 
○ Characterization of major characters. Descriptions, motivations, dialogue, internal thoughts, etc. 

Expect to see some quotes! 
■ These include, but are not limited to: Jane Eyre, the Reed family (Aunt, John, Georgiana, 

Eliza), Mr. Brocklehurst, Miss Temple, Helen Burns, Mrs. Fairfax, Adéle Varens, Mr. 
Rochester, Grace Poole, Blanche Ingram, Mrs. Ingram, Mr. Mason, Bertha Mason, etc. 

○ Although Bertha Mason is not introduced until Ch. XXVI, consider what occurrences foreshadow 
her existence earlier in the novel.  

○ Review tone and vocabulary words as needed 
○ Review the critical theories we’ve discussed in relation to the novel, specifically formalist, 

biographical, historical, and feminist. Know the focus/interest of each theory and be able to apply 
to events/situations/people, etc. within the text.  

 
● Close-read passage analysis 

○ You will have approximately 1-2 long passages as well as a series of short passages with 
accompanying analytical questions. For these questions you will be asked to draw inferences 
as well as consider elements such as tone, mood, characterization, literary 
elements/techniques and/or their purpose or effect within the specific passage 


